Regular Passenger Service on the D&H Began in 1860 


By S. Robert Powell, Ph.D. 


In 1859, the first passenger car to be run over the D&H Gravity line in the Lackawanna Valley 
made a trip from Carbondale to the foot of Plane C in Archbald. The car, we learn from a 
contemporary newspaper article, was like the cars with the side seats that were used in later years 
on excursions. A car, loaded two-thirds full with culm and saturated with water to keep it from 
flying into the passengers’ faces, was run in front to give impetus on the levels. Among the D&H 
officials on this trip was Charles Pemberton Wurts.* The trip to the foot of Pane C, later known 
as Plane 21, at Archbald, was made in 23 minutes. That time proving satisfactory, passenger cars 
were ordered to be built. 


In November 1859, another experimental passenger run was made on the Gravity Railroad, this 
time "to the new village of Olyphant." About this run, we learn more from an article titled 
"Railroad Communication," that was published in the November 12, 1859 issue of the 
Carbondale Advance: “Railroad Communication. / We understand a party of our people were 
favored with a ride upon the extension of the Company’s Railroad to the new village of 
Olyphant. A more general party took a similar excursion on Wednesday, and on Thursday 
another, including all that had notice, leisure and inclination for the trip. A comfortable 
passenger car has been provided, well seated, and the trip we learn is made very safely and 
pleasantly in less than hour.” Regular passenger service to the foot of Plane No. 23 was 
established shortly thereafter, with full loads each way. 


Without delay, the D&H then constructed an extension of the Company’s Gravity Railroad, 
about 4 1/2 miles long, from the foot of Plane 23 to a point on the western shore of the 
Lackawanna River. From that point, to become known as Valley Junction, dual-gauge tracks 
(Gravity and standard gauge), four miles in length, were laid to Providence. This extension to 
Providence was completed in February, 1860. 


Those four miles of standard-gauge tracks on the western shore of the Lackawanna River were 
the first embodiment of what would become known as the Valley Road from Carbondale to 
Scranton. Those four miles of standard-gauge tracks were also the first standard-gauge tracks on 
the Pennsylvania Division, which would ultimately be extended to the South to Hudson (Mill 
Creek) and to the North to Nineveh. 


The passenger cars to Providence, which were very quickly upgraded by the D&H from the 
perspective of passenger comfort and warmth, were very popular with the public. 


In the February 18, 1860 issue of the Carbondale Advance, we read: “. . . the Passenger Cars 
now run on the Del. & Hud. Canal Co.'s Railroad to Providence, within two and one-half miles 
of Scranton, have become an established and highly popular institution. They far exceed the most 
sanguine anticipations. The trip to Providence is a pleasure. The cars are elegant and 
comfortable, well cushioned and well warmed, and they run by gravity on fair locomotive time. 
The mails reach us in about one and a half hours from Scranton, and passengers arrive in good 


spirits, full of praises for the cars. / Depots are about being built here, and every disposition is 
manifested to provide fully for the convenience of freight and travel." 


On April 17, 1860, the following D&H schedule was published: “The Carbondale and 
Providence passenger trains, until further notice, will run as follows: Leave Carbondale at 6:00 
a.m. and 8:30 a.m., and 2:00 p.m. Returning leave Providence at 8:15 a.m., 11 a.m., 4:40 p.m. 
Omnibuses will be waiting for the conveyance of passengers to and from the trains upon the 
Del., Lack. and Western and Bloomsburg Railroads. / C. P. WURTS / Supt. D. & H. C. Co.” 


Regular passenger service on the Gravity Railroad from Carbondale to Honesdale began on April 
5, 1877. The fare was 80 cents. There were two trains daily. The first one left Carbondale at 8:15 
A.M. and the second at 3:15 P.M. The passenger trains left Honesdale for Carbondale at 7:30 
A.M. and 2:45 P.M. 


* Charles Pemberton Wurts (1824-1892) was one of the most remarkable D&H officials in the 
nineteenth century. He was the son of George Wurts, who was a brother of Maurice and William 
Wurts, the founders of the D&H and of the city of Carbondale. His uncle, John Wurts, who later 
adopted C. P. Wurts, was the third president of the D&H. In 1854, C. P. Wurts married Laura 
Jay, great granddaughter of Supreme Court Justice and diplomat, John Jay. 


Soon after his arrival in Carbondale in 1843, C. P. Wurts was appointed assistant to James 
Archbald, the general superintendent of the D&H, serving in that capacity until James Archbald 
removed to Scranton in 1853, at which time C. P. Wurts assumed entire charge of the D&H's 
affairs. 


C. P. Wurts, who negotiated, brilliantly, the first D&H labor/management confrontation, in 1857, 
was one of the founders of the Dickson Manufacturing Company, and under his direction the 
Valley Road (Carbondale to Scranton), and the highly innovative 1859 configuration of the D&H 
Gravity Railroad were constructed. He served as D&H superintendent until 1864, when Thomas 
Dickson came onto the scene. 
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Two photos given below: 





D&H Passenger Car, No. 80: This car was built in the Delaware and Hudson car shops at 
Carbondale in 1886 under the direction of Thomas Orchard and was used exclusively on the 
Gravity Railroad as the officers’ car. Photo by Bodie, Honesdale; photo in the collection of the 
Carbondale Historical Society. 





D&H Car Shops Interior, Carbondale: Thomas Orchard, architect and Master Car Builder for 
the D&H from 1862 to 1895, was born in Stratton, Cornwall, England, on February 27, 1820. All 
of the D&H Gravity Railroad passenger vehicles and a great many standard-gauge D&H 
passenger coaches were built under his direction. Photo in the collection of the Carbondale 
Historical Society. 


